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" For a biologist who believes that God has created

the world, the question of evolution is a matter of

. radical Christian scholarship. Scholarship is done

by finite, fallen humans with shaping principles)
that are products of their time (culture)and
training. Yet, scholarship is done in a world tha
God has freely created. To believe that the cosmos
is the creation of God means that one must

deal with all the data available, for the roots of

L reality were mdﬂiﬂf_‘j,‘;’,; Him and the shape

e of the wcurlcl reﬂects His sovereign choices.*
The creatlon nf God trumps S the ideas of humans —
in any fle!d mc[udlng both science and theﬂlogj-,r
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i har d:m.'l]:!]:u-.u:ly corliEdons, odir para
digms, theories and predictions ame formed
in the tension between otr smphions
amd His reality crastume versis Cresbor.
Heow dos we do faithful scholarship which
3 mdk:.ulb' Christian? W musit cut to
e el e plinory roods (thedr radix).

Fadical schalarship inGod's coemo
irwchad ess & fuall “tsu'king lu'-cm']ml;l_;e of the
data, theories, and paradigmsof the fieldin
dquestion. B mist cut toa d:i.-i"_'i]:!]irﬁ'h theo-
retical reot and evaliste ik ssemplions: in
the lght of Seriphune. Radion ] schaolarship
roiasd Hheen bsild it way back out from the
Tk, forrrslatings new formeda tions: (or
valicdating: old foundsations) as needed On
e bosiest & d:'-u]:!]n'e cam be nedormed.

How should a Christian evahiate bido-
gr’h- Ewshﬂ:i-:nm}' Pm'm!iagn? First, we
shrualed evaliste he mechomisme: bickogy
ks o b prosduced biological change
n ]iad:rl: of what the Seriphamne ha}h-:ﬁﬂ.-i-:sd"h
tole of nabiral emsation. Thene ane four
stach qaesbions:

1. Matiral Selection -sirvival and
reprodusction, bfe and death - are
Hhies mabbers gzwu'nud h}' Lz,

o % morbime s i T

2 Mhustation and Drift — do swuch
wt]:u'udid.uHe evenbs ]'.m]j]:!m ]:y
the chodce of God, orane they
ramcdivm amed diinechionless?

A J.mpnﬂzhh everitt — do we mean
improbable events that are not God's
izl eusbom or evenis that ans
amply impossible for God to do?

4 Limits i change - [s the amounit
aof &:m'lge which mg]'rl: ]'.m]:!]:lu'. s
hickegical speces due to God's
dhiices or ane fene intringic limits
st by ruabuums

1 think it is clear that a biblical wmder-
.'d.m'udi:ng of G 2% Cresbor | K:i:ng rather
than divine “ dockmaker” views all of
these proceises & under His providential
el — thiss, all E\r\calul:i-:nmy medha-
nims smphy show God at work. Thensis
iy rational way that sich an evautionany
rarrative can exclisde Him. So God could
create fiat way.

EASTERM ELL

The: secomd qpuesition i ome of hid:su'y.
Are all {or most) crestumes achalhy rebsbed
i each other frough & prooess descent
with modification, desoent from comimaon
anwesbors? Dhid they evalve? Thisis very
amitroversial . As radioal Christian scholars
aneidering the shape of the creation event,
we . b et thee tesstimomny (data) of
God' s worls: {'I'J'xu emearbion Tl £ et o
theoriet. We test fheories by predicing
the physical data that we expect to see.
The most Pcmu':ﬁ:] sart of kst i one
which differentiabes between two or
mre alternative theories with differant
predichions expechbions

Theene are two basie theories of bickegical
erestion. The fisst & Er]:luuu] Creation - that
e world of life wes crested a4 2 series of
geretica lly separate ‘kinds’ (baramin with
i Ph}eim]rd.uﬁm‘n]ﬂdp between them
fome kind was not reworked bo make
amodher ). The data of scienoe will thensdors
give evidense of e barrens thet edst
ety thes primerdial bickegical enti-
tiet The seoomd 13 Condinm ous Crasbion
Theiitic Evohation - fhat fhe world of life
wies ereartesd by God throtsgh the providen-
tial A e of mrhirral mechamasms,
proshiscing an evohstionary proess. The
data of sdenwe will ag'\reeuﬂm-:sd:a
emvbiranity of relabionethdps between living
species, & well &% indications of the history
amd mechandsms ]:y which God erested .
There may akio be evidense of God's cne-
ative indend

An adedqaaie st of hesie theories wotld
predict patierns — pattems of how andmak
are d tdribasted acrons the world, in the
fosai] recnrd, in the relsbonships of exdsting
species, and in comparions of many
T, Twill e ome wcam.]:!h o il
trate the predictive proces

i :-]:Eci.u] erestion i commect, all similan-
fies in gremerkic gecpaences (D A fomensios)
shared between baramin’ will reflect
COMTLTON ]:!J.u:m- im the Creator’s mind. I
envkirvisodst cresbion is aovrmect, in addibon
i Goed's commuen plans, there may also be
shared warpries of genetic “aacidents’ which
haprpened o a commuon ancetior - such s

e indertion at a p.m'iii:ulm' .-rpcd::inﬂw
DA of a deschivated refrovires. “Shaned”
ﬂmma}cr&nﬁ'ﬁ mebronvinsies shaoiald not be
ot in o iffemeend “baranmn’.

The: humam race sharesa wide variety
of saach DMA, insertions with many other
species Thisis amnsddent with contimaois
ereation — amed “falifies” special creation.
¥ sisch ]:u'udid:icsrh oimvbirviie biy Socia o like,
it wirtald be perverse of a faifuhal scholar to
g the tessti oy of God' sereation in
faver of established (haman) idess shout
e the: crestion ook place — even if fhaose
hrzmiam idess neflect what we have tradi-
tionalhy tmederibood e Seriphumes: to mean

Buat thest doess ot mesam thot the
Seriphimes an: irre devanit or not God s word
—omily that we have misundersiood what
'Hw_y weE 'bdhng u [h:}' tell s how Giod
meladest boy the world and bo e Heis not a
‘mamentany creakor’ whe sets the worldin
mvbion, bist the 5}1&]:]151.1 of larsel, the mal
ingg Lord of creation. Remember that a
dioctrine of God's oueational presemce is a
dhotrine of Hisisea] abience. Material
agtomamy mesanes Divine absendersism.
G i% freses bo act i the nataral onder =
He chaosies: - stsddenly or graduaal by,
intrizively o immediaely - bt never
-:m;:icmnﬂy. A mowy, wee have o follow
Him ot iy His eresstion, kooking bo see
what He: host dome.

NOTE: Or: Diswe Wilkoow recantly published
the book God and BEvalution, a Faith Basad
Urderstanding fSEN 06 1-707-474- 8,
named a fnakst in the Refgion calegory
of the “Best Books 2005 Awands.”
USABockNewscom. He i cumently wark-
iy on a book propoas’ for e Cheistisn
aamination of the sciantiic svidence con-
cevming the onigin of the human race. The
theoloygical isswes involved ame of critical
importance. Theve e g wealh of new
physical data which have changed the
nature of the feld An infense atack on
the Chyistisn undeysbanding of humaniy is
being mack by certain whiters, using the
data and theories of palso-anfwopology
Contact D Wilcox at dwicox@easden.edu
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