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Science and Christian Faith at Eastern

By Dr. David Unander, Chair, De partment of Bialogy

Thirty yeams agn, | entered call ege
through the hack door While warking an
umskilled job, [ took some night clsses =a
diversion and dismvened an apditude for
biology. [ read Rich Chs s i an Age of
Hunger by Exsten's own Ron Sider, and it
miributed i & prayeriul decsion to
study plant breeding as a type of Chrisfian
service i the warkd . Fourtesn yeams agpn,

1 left full-time research to teach bialogy at
Eastern. 1f s been exdiing to watch all the

SO PICHETAITE ZTOWing, StmgeT.

Fazith in [esws Christ and Work in S dence
= Why Mo Conflid?

When peaple di soover I'm a Christian
genefidist, some are surprised. [ think there
ame soare mscomeepdions at work. Same
Christians suspect scienee s anti-Chrisfian
A few sciendints are eaxger to obl ige.
Andrew Dickson White, founding
President of Comel] University in the late

4 THE MEWS MiA GAT|ME OF EASTERM UNNERSITY . Sl

18008, helped creste the myth of “warfare™
between sdence and Chrisfianity. He
planmned Comell a5 a maode] for universifies
witth all Chrisfian influence remaoved.
Tadary, the Hiologist Richard Dawlkins i
makinga @meer promofing, a militnt
atheism as the foundation of scence.

Same Christians aocept this viewe The
great Chinese evangelist Watchman Nee
drew a sharp distincfion between “soul”™
and “spirif” in the Bible, waming agpimt
being “soulish.” Some Chrisfiams interpret
this to mean that univesity edumfion
must hinder the spirif s relafion with God.

While Panl, Luke, Damic], Mises and
same ather writens of the Bibie wene wel
educated, Jemus and the 12 apofles, while
clear]y liierate, never had advanasd farmal
educafion. Paul one addresed the arigi-
nal *Acadermy™ the Athens A reopagus, and
must tumed avwany { Acks 170

Orther skepfio worry that sdene itelf
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# anfi-human, damgerous o our planet,
and Chrisfians, of all peaple, should stay
away fram it. Mary Shelley's novel
Franbestein created the image of the
*mad scientist,” mastering godlike pow-
e aver nature but Iacking moral vision
Juramic Park is one well-known reteling
af the Frankemsiein myth, substituting a
grnefic engineering mrporation for the
detanged man among the inmbs.
Exgstendtialist and post-modemnist crifics of
scienue desperately seek meaning in the
face of the bleak univeme proclsimed to be
all there is by materi alist scienfi sts suwdh =
Fichard Dawkims.

Sdence is a Process

Soence B a prove s for getting nelathve
answers about measu rable things, nat a
philsophy. Sdence cannot study what
mnnat be messured, and it @n only
measure by comparisans.  Thus, sdence
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st be silent shout Cod and the spifitu-
al world, moTal da:iiuu-,.mﬂ.inﬁ.
beauty, even though these are essential
parts of being human.

Tl'hepu'mzucf sciene & bo test epla-
nations of our observations. A genuine
test m::[!.inuﬂul: .'IEI‘.P]II'.!‘I!I‘III‘iS"I
be proven wrang (the ¥ & hifisble hypoth-
esi” named Whﬂﬂuﬂ#ﬂ'm
Popper). At various times, bath
*Creation Sdence” - the belief of some
Christians that the universe is less than
10,000 yeams old ~ and Frewd s made] of
humrian personality have been oriticzesd
& non-sciendific, despite using scientific
hrlp.uge,bﬂc.nclh:yc.lutu’lﬁ]]
nat submit a fabifiable hyp athesis.

Because scence mesunes by compar-
Bons, ipu'udln:mahalﬂ.ﬂdﬂﬁh
H‘El]n::\l:l’tﬂ\fd’h!ﬂtpﬂil‘l‘ﬂﬂ:“’h!
almerver i part of the observation.
Although sciendific truth b no Thesion, it
ilhﬂ:.lrﬂ.lliuﬂytme Wmcinuiun.,
rh:\rﬂ':‘l.lﬂympklrnrd:isdiw-_

The Sovereignty of God and Sciene
The warkiview of the Bibls is radically
di ferent fram both Wstern materialism,
and from the vareties of p.lll'n:ilm.l'
memism amng many human oultures -
Hﬂﬂiﬂtiml}mhrzpnﬂ:ﬁm
Creaficm, allis one foree, and perhaps:
ﬂ]mpﬂuei\r:i’lnil'l.lim The Bible
reveals God as distinect from His works,
anud am & Pﬂmilar-ﬂum]ylﬂﬂ']y
good pemanality. The physical world is
5mdhﬂud'!=:.'ﬂ,ruteuifu'beilﬁ
materis] rather than spiritual. When
Christians stud y God's waorks, we know
they'ne real and they"re good.

The Bble aho reveals God warking in
rrind:l-..!ud'iu-llt‘ﬁrﬂ'nﬁrﬂiucf]'ﬂm
arhis Resurrecion, but also though
pu’uruiden::..mulfpcthu_.ul
effect, yet smultaneously direced by
Gnd.l‘u&mlﬂdpriﬂﬂndfwuﬂirr
ing Creation = such 2 making grans
g;w{v.l{}. Now a good microsape

fu.lruﬂ:r induce awe even about lawn
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gram, but gram growing hardly ssema:
miramulous. Monetheless, the Bible
reveal a continuum of God's action
from overt mirades thrugh the provi-
dai.l],evmaﬂ:mui]y“hirilglhe
humbilest plants in some way.

As the Creator disfind from Creation,
God & revealed = soversign, capable

sciendi fic revelution we are living in right
nenw. Eastemn”s scienae oourses, fmmeraed
mn U'n'illi.lnrrﬂnilg,lmm emeniial
ministry for the 21t century.
Understanding what science is - and
Bn't = reveals the emar in the attempt o
Fﬂtdﬁmmm&d\“ﬁm
tiam” i really andy & sscular fundamen-

achn:'bs.llilg, but talism using sdenoe

alvays the fi & 3 as an ion. =

e Eastern’s ekl

high view of God " T

e rew  science courses, TS

of modem sdene | : al s 2
] A H

s sttt Chyristian meaning, s

who tmstedmore A€ AN €SSeNtial  neighbor locally and

in their own mea- R glabally, scienoe bet-

soming to under-  [MINISTIY fOr the e sorma e

stand nature. If (e aptions. Far ex

God made the let CE]'ItLlry. I"maliz:u.pp?h

universe as He that training i agn-

sawW ﬂ.rutn!mmiﬁhtidﬂ]im: it, cmr
study must begin with what He made, not
OuUT preconceptions.

The shsence of 2 mirade is thu s nat
the atwence of God. In unlimited time,
God could dired natural evolutionary
praocess as easil y 2s making creatures
directly from dust. This eliminates the
canflict between interprefing the first
d\lptﬂ'!&ﬂuﬂiupod:ym’xiaifb
ic prose. Undemtanding God's sover-
:iw.hocinirdum\ﬂictbmrm
praying for miraculous healing and
ulinﬁ!ciznifi: miedicne; God can work

through bath.

Sindy of Scienoe is Essential

Fimt, scienee & study of God's warks,
and it truly is humbiing. Secandhy,
the whale world is being mol ded by
miadem science. Vie're answe g
questions right now that no ane knew
enough to sk 50 ar even 25 years ago.
Scientific advanoes sam etimes surpass
even rerent scence fiction. Yet, even
we lbeducated people are sametimes
only dimly awane af the mnpeafﬂ'c
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cultural research in a number of coun-
Flonests (flonest arg) combines reforesta-
Iinn..m'rrm.lﬂyd:\rdupmﬂl.d
evangelism. In 20 years, Florests has
ﬂq:.lnbdﬁum m'h:vﬂ]:yhp].lﬁ
million trees in five muntries. Its wark
B coardinated Ihml.l#i lacal dhurches,
which we also aid in developing evangel-
intic and Bible study materials. My part
has included seminams for pestars and
extension workems in ecologically sound
agricu fure and s Christian perspective
an acience. | regularly tesch shout sus-
mHEIFimMEHHEEm
ECHO {echametorg), 2 Christian servie
mimin that provides training and
problem salving worldwide. It's quite
aroad from a juniar college night clam,
bt [ thank God :F\crHuP:rmrih'n:in
leading me to know Christ, and study
sciene, and use sdence in the service

af Christ.

Con fact D Darid Unaeder af
dinai deriflen steri edu

5



